
Bonjour! 

Below is the final version of last night’s demo piece, Evening in Paris, 12”x12”.  

 The painting was 

close to finished at the end of our recorded demo.  I spend another 45 minutes, in small 

segments of about 15 minutes each, making small adjustments.  For my first session, I 

used a favorite technique for checking shapes and values that helps defamiliarize the 

image in order to get better accuracy.  I turned my painting and my image on its side (I 

needed to change the image in my iPad so it would stay on its side!). 



 
 

 During the remaining time, I added details in these four areas: 

 

Focal point: I added extra layers and detailing to the focal red shop corner on the right, 

including a little signpost above the shop.   

Distractions: I softened the crosswalk bars by dragging a grey nupastel across them to 

‘marry’ them to the surrounding pavement: they were jumping a bit too much.  

Sky: I added a couple of extra colors, both blue and pink, very close in value, to the sky, just 

to give a sense of dimension and movement. 



Reflections: I continued to refine and add colors and movement to the street 

reflections.  This is always a last touch because it can’t be done until the lights and details 

of the street were complete. 

 

Below, you’ll find my original thumbnail sketch, and my reference photo, as well as a  

list of the works by other artists I showed in my slide show, as well as a link to the How to 

Paint Skies book I mentioned. 

 
Paintings in Slide show: 
Whistler 1878 
Van Gogh 1888 
Hopper 1942 
 
Contemporary paintings:   
Susie Ayer 
Kim Lordier 
Oana Lauric 
Ken De Waard 
 
How to Paint Skies, by José Payá Zaforteza 
 

 

How to Paint Skies: A complete guide to techniques, 
resources and painting styles (The Secrets of landscape 
Painting) 
amazon.com 
 

 

 

Thumbnail sketch 

https://www.amazon.com/How-Paint-Skies-techniques-resources/dp/840966027X/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1I4MWK9XB8ACU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eMGRKnqBuzyD6nSxTrVOnMLycBgtP55sL7tIbb4GrY7DxsUSnmQYpuYZp6JctQDaI5xchF8rGJFXM7fdAr9JVAhAJeAdp60xtKo3eCqEmFhcJMXHbGmn37K7Ys0qEY2cWxx4uBe3g7NDF1p--slf3yq4ScfXZ64WFubxznE7qSwUNVYCohi8ifRRmmzanHTyQIWmhLSmHdLGhBKfwWu4VThR1tMKY55Fc9VnMaLipEA.hKl10wAsyQQIypRId5GOaA8ER-75y8siJiWD_YujJL4&dib_tag=se&keywords=how+to+paint+skies&qid=1731612666&sprefix=how+to+paint+skies%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/How-Paint-Skies-techniques-resources/dp/840966027X/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1I4MWK9XB8ACU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eMGRKnqBuzyD6nSxTrVOnMLycBgtP55sL7tIbb4GrY7DxsUSnmQYpuYZp6JctQDaI5xchF8rGJFXM7fdAr9JVAhAJeAdp60xtKo3eCqEmFhcJMXHbGmn37K7Ys0qEY2cWxx4uBe3g7NDF1p--slf3yq4ScfXZ64WFubxznE7qSwUNVYCohi8ifRRmmzanHTyQIWmhLSmHdLGhBKfwWu4VThR1tMKY55Fc9VnMaLipEA.hKl10wAsyQQIypRId5GOaA8ER-75y8siJiWD_YujJL4&dib_tag=se&keywords=how+to+paint+skies&qid=1731612666&sprefix=how+to+paint+skies%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/How-Paint-Skies-techniques-resources/dp/840966027X/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1I4MWK9XB8ACU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eMGRKnqBuzyD6nSxTrVOnMLycBgtP55sL7tIbb4GrY7DxsUSnmQYpuYZp6JctQDaI5xchF8rGJFXM7fdAr9JVAhAJeAdp60xtKo3eCqEmFhcJMXHbGmn37K7Ys0qEY2cWxx4uBe3g7NDF1p--slf3yq4ScfXZ64WFubxznE7qSwUNVYCohi8ifRRmmzanHTyQIWmhLSmHdLGhBKfwWu4VThR1tMKY55Fc9VnMaLipEA.hKl10wAsyQQIypRId5GOaA8ER-75y8siJiWD_YujJL4&dib_tag=se&keywords=how+to+paint+skies&qid=1731612666&sprefix=how+to+paint+skies%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/How-Paint-Skies-techniques-resources/dp/840966027X/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1I4MWK9XB8ACU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.eMGRKnqBuzyD6nSxTrVOnMLycBgtP55sL7tIbb4GrY7DxsUSnmQYpuYZp6JctQDaI5xchF8rGJFXM7fdAr9JVAhAJeAdp60xtKo3eCqEmFhcJMXHbGmn37K7Ys0qEY2cWxx4uBe3g7NDF1p--slf3yq4ScfXZ64WFubxznE7qSwUNVYCohi8ifRRmmzanHTyQIWmhLSmHdLGhBKfwWu4VThR1tMKY55Fc9VnMaLipEA.hKl10wAsyQQIypRId5GOaA8ER-75y8siJiWD_YujJL4&dib_tag=se&keywords=how+to+paint+skies&qid=1731612666&sprefix=how+to+paint+skies%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-4


 
 

Reference photo 



 
 

 


